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ONE PENNY. 





~~ - ~~ + 





PLAYWRIGHTS OF THE PERIOD. 


—s>__-— 


To the playgoer a glance at the theatrical 
advertisements of the day is suggestive if not re- 
assuring ; it appears from these announcements 
that adaptations from novels are gradually ousting 
from the stage nearly all original modern com- 
positions; these two classes of dramatic author- 
ship have at any rate taken possession of our 
theatres to the exclusion of Shakspere and the 
legitimate, with one trifling exception—Colman at 
the Strand. The French and Germans are in 
great demand at present, for, although Molitre 
would not take, we may see Georges Sand, Victor 
Ilugo, Alexander Dumas, and Madame Pfeiffer 
drawing immense audiences at four of our 
London houses. At the National establishment 
we have Walter Scott; at others Wilkie Collins 
and Dickens. ‘Turn from mechanical adapters 
to native talent, what do we find? Falconer, 
Robertsov, Marston, Tom Taylor, and Albery 
(all, save one, at their worst); and, as asample of 
Transatlantic stagecraft we have Johanna 
Southcot (we beg pardon, Pritchard), It is true 
we hear something about a revival of Zhe Tempest 
at the Queen’s, but will not the run of Mr Wills’s 
romance put off the production of the Bard’s 
grand poem to the Greek Kalends? Alas! we 
fear it. How can we account for this strange 
degeneracy of the age’s intellect? how flagellate 
the culprits (managerial and scribendal) who 
combine with remorseless pertinacity to keep the 
public taste in its normal condition of puerile 
imbecility ? Not forgotten are the debilitating 
elects of the trash-travesties of the Byron- 
Burnand-Brough school of art, A decade will 
not wipe off the baneful impressions made on our 
young men and women by the burlesques of the 
day, even were they at once and for ever banished 
from our boards—‘a consummation devoutly to 
be wished.” 

And yet we are told that none of our 
dramatists—for so by courtesy they are called— 
earn more than £400 a year (at one time, however, 
Boucicault was in receipt of large sums from 
various theatres during the run of his ‘sensatious’) 
whilst French authors, like Dumas /i/s and Sadour 





(of Fernande notoriety), are pocketing their 
£10,000 a year by their writings. But ia France 
the highest literary talent is required for the 
theatre, although we admit that * spectacle ’ bas a 
host of admirers. M. Scribe, who owns a fertility 
of invention perfectly marvellous, has met with 
the reward of his labours by the enjoyment of a 
princely income. We want men of an original 
turn of mind, whose compositions shall show 
more masculine vigour, gate poetic feeling, more 
genuine wit, than is toe found in modern pieces, 
where cleverness is apparent merely in stage effect 
and constructive trickery. 

And now what are they doing in the provinces ? 
At Bristol we may sce Shakspere, thanks to Barry 
Sullivan aud Cathcart, but elsewhere who are the 
authors in vogue? Sardou, Boucicault, Craven, 
and others of the romantic aud domestic school, 
and at present (owing to the centenary) Walter 
Scott! The poetic drama holds its own, we may 
aflirm, nowhere. Lytton’s popular play of course 
crops up now and then, and Knowles’s chef-d’awure 
is occasionally revived to please the leading lady 
of some favoured establishment. From the fore- 
going it would seem that tragedy has clean gone 
gone out of the land ; that the utterance of lofty 
and noble sentiments finds nowadays ne sympathy 
in the human heart; that the ephemeral non- 
thinker of the auditorium is content to be amused 
with the witless shows placed before bim, and 
cares not to have his mind instructed, or to feel 
improved by a loftier tone of dialogue, or a more 
brilliant sally of wit than is met with in the works 
of the authors and adapters aforenamed. It is 
not pleasant to come to this conclusion. People 
are strangely unimpressionable to high arts ; we 
fear at least from personal observation, that such 
is the case (and strange to say, ladies more 
especially, as a rule, evince very little impressi- 
bility in a theatre), so that we can scarcely 
wonder at, though we may deplore, the present 
system of upholding all kinds of meretricious 
display to the prejudice of intrinsic artistic 
worth. 

Will avy impartial judge be bold enough to 
assert that (save very few and unimportant excep- 
tions such as, perhaps, the Ticket-of-leave Man, 
Leah, the Colleen Bauwn, Caste, and two or three 
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others that have been specially endowed with a 
long lease of existence) the works of the modern 
compiler, or translator, or adapter, or nonsense- 
verse writer, or whatever else the playwright of 
the day may be styled, will be owned as standard 
productions by our grandchildren, and find a 
Space on the shelves of their bookcases alongside 
the Mlizabethan, Jacobean, or Georgian drama- 
tists? No. If we are not mistaken Lord 
Lytton’s weakest play, the Rightful Heir, altered 
from his Sea Captain, and produced a few years 
since at the Lyceum, is the last work of the stage 
that has any pretension to the poetic. We ought 
perhaps to except Dr. Marston’s elegant and 
refined production—Donna Diana, re-written for 
the Gaiety. Is there then any hope forthe drama 
of the future? Will the forthcoming great 
revival of learning produce, we dare not say a 
Shakspere, but a poet appoaching, even at a 
respectful distance, the least brilliant luminary of 
his epoch? But that excellent manager, Mr 
Chas. Calvert (who, I wish it to be understood, 
must be excluded from my too sweeping condem- 
nations of the heads of theatres), announces an 
elaborate revival of the Merchant of Venice to- 
morrow. His correct and careful Shaksperiau 
productions--to wit Zimon of Athens, Henry 
VIII, and Richard I11., lead me to hope that 
the forthcoming play will be worth seeing. I will 


send you an account of it. GAMMA. 
—_——_~»---—-- 
Amatenr Performances. 


LADBROKH TuEATRE.—Mr and Mrs Bareham 
Lings, well-known as teachers of dancing, gave 
a dramatic, musical, and terpsichorean entertain- 
ment at the above on Wednesday last, to a 
fashionable and numerous audience. The prin- 
cipal piece of the evening, Zarah the Gipsy, 
seemed to be chosen more as a vehicle to display 
the musical and dancing ability of the pupils 
than for any literary merit it contained. tlow- 
ever, the acting and get-up of the piece being 
so good made up for the poverty of its language, 
and created for it a success which it hardly de- 
served. After a well-played overture and a few 
songs pleasantly sung by Messrs Bossonade, 
Lee, and Mrs Brooks, the drama commenced. 
Mr R. Gaston, who was splendidly dressed, ap- 
peared as Sir Hugh Lidcote, and played the part 
with sterling ability ; the character required an 
experienced actor to carry out the meaning of 
the author, and we need not say Mr Gaston did 
it every justice. Mr J. Howells, who was also 
richly dressed, gave great satisfaction as Phillip 
Ormiston, and played with much ease and grace, 
winning many tokens of approval from the 
audience, Maugraby lost nothing in the hands 
of Mr Lings; it was really a fine delineation of 
the part. As chief of the gipsies he had to fill 
an important rd/e, but he was equal to the occa- 
sion, and played in a vigorous and powerful 
manver; he was well made up, and quite aw fait 
with all its difficult business. Zamet was well 
made up by Mr F. Evans and Launce found a 
good exponent io Mr Turner. The ladies de- 
serve all the praise we can give them. Miss 
Laura Barebam as Amy Lidcote, for a first ap- 





pearance, was decidedly promising ; her careful 
acting augurs well for her future career. She 
looked very pretty and spoke intelligently, and 
dressed the part with admirable taste. We shall 
look with interest for her second appearance, 
The Zilpah of Miss Kate Stirling showed she 
had well studied the different phases of the 
character, and aided the piece considerably by 
her excellent acting. Mrs Lings in the title rdle 
had the whole weight of the piece to sustain, 
demanding great talent on the part of the actress 
to make it successful. Mrs Lings, we are glad 
to say, fulfilled all the requirements of the 
character, and made the drama a decided success, 
for out of very mediocre materials she excited 
the audience to enthusiasm, and brought the 
curtain down mid great applause. The smaller 
parts were creditably filled up by Messrs Lee, 
O’Brien, Newstead, Misses Mordaunt, French, 
and Mabel French. Mr Lings deserves great 
praise for his care and attention in getting up 
the incidentals of the drama. A scene repre- 
senting a fair (temp. Charles IJ.) and the gip- 
sies’ encampment by moonlight, with lime-light 
effects, we specially mention as being worthy of 
a theatre of far higher pretensions. A morris 
dance at the conelusion of the first act was gone 
through with great animation, and showed Mr 
Liugs’ pupils had been well drilled, and received 
their instruction from an able teacher. After a 
couple of songs by Mr Bossonade and Mrs 
Brooks, the performance ended with Poor Pilli- 
coddy, in which Mr Howells was very funny as 
the eccentric nurseryman, and Mr Lings showed 
his versatility by his rendering of Capt. O’Scut- 
tle. Miss French made a pretty Mrs Pillicoddy, 
ably seconded by Miss Mordaunt as Mrs O’Scut- 
tle, and Miss Stirling bustled pleasantly through 
the servant’s part of Sarah Blunt. After the 
dramatic portion of the entertainment, the hall 
was cleared for dancing, and the votaries of 
Terpsichore indulged on the light fantastic till 
an early hour, all separating well pleased with 
the evening’s amusements. 


Watwortu Institurs.—THeE OLyMprans.— 
The fourth performance of this club took place 
on Thursday, when the farce of Zurn him out, a 
drama entitled An old Score, and A Quiet Family 
were enacted. Miss Lily Thorpe’s acting was 
especially good and the whole affair gave satis- 
faction to a very crowded auditory. 


0 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

In consequence of the severe illness of Mr 
W. A. Stanley, the Eprror’s Benerit bas 
been postponed, and Mr L. Reynolds, the emi- 
nent tragedian and elocutionist, has in the 
kindest manner undertaken the arrangements, 
and will be happy to give every information a3 
regards forming an efficient committee for that 
purpose. Apply to 44, Sun-street, Finsbury- 
suare. 





0 





Miss M. Oliver has been engaged for the en- 
suing season at the Court Theatre. 

The Payne family are engaged by Mr John 
IToliingshead for Christmas. 
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The Theatres, &e, 


CuariNnG Cross.—Mr Hastings having pro- 
fessional duties elsewhere, has found it advisa- 
ble to close this pretty little theatre, which has, 
under bis management, been the home of a very 
superior style of drama, and the means of keep- 
ing before public notice several really clever 
and admirable artistes. We especially feel re- 
gret at this termination of a short but very 
pleasant season, as we are debarred the enjoy- 
ment of a very fine and intellectual performance, 
namely, Miss Moodie’s embodiment of the Lady 
Inez and Beatrice, the dual characters in Sir 
Chas. Young's interesting drama, Shadows. 
However, we hope before long to have the plea- 
sure of seeing this talented lady again in a part 
suited to her ability. 





VaUDEVILLE.—Mr Albery’s new play, Apple 
Blossoms, will certaiuly not add tothe reputation 
which he so quickly obtained by his Z'wo Roses. 
We cannot but regret the reception given to this 
pray» which, in our opinion, deserved a sound 

issing. The character of the Great Baggs for 
instance is outrageous, and should be immediately 
expunged. 
—_——_~—__——_ 


THEATRICAL OBITUARY, 


DeatH or J. W. Ray.—His performance of 
Eccles, Beau Fairntosh (in School), and other 
characters, will long be remembered by the 
Glasgow public. It is but lately—seven weeks 
back—since he was amongst us, apparently in 
fair health, and, although complaining of slight 
indisposition, few of his friends thought that his 
illness would terminate fatally. Mr Ray, who 
was about sixty-four-years of age, was long a 
member of the company of the late Mr W. H. 
Murray, of Edinburgh. He afterwards proceeded 
to London, where he appeared for a short season 
at Drury-lane, and then, transferring his services 
to Sadler’s Wells was for several years an efficient 
supporter of Mr Phelps in the numerous Shak- 
sperean revivals which that eminent actor pro- 
duced in the Islington play-house. He subse- 
quently made one of Marie Wilton’s “ Prince of 
Wales company,” and latterly of the “ Caste 
company,” organised by his friend, the late Mr 
Frederick Younge. Privately he was a conscien- 
tious man, of sound principles, an instructive 
and genial companion, and a firm friend. Public- 
ly, he was an admirable artist. 

0 

Madlle. Amalia, the little burlesque actress, 
vocalist, and danseuse, bas been engaged by Mr 
F. B. Chatterton to take a partin the opening of 
the pantomime at Drury-li.ne ‘Theatre, at 
Christmas. We also understand that Madlle. 
Amalia is engaged to appear at Niblo’s Garden, 
New York, next year. Madlle. Amalia is sister to 
Madlle. Miriam, the eminent pianiste, who is also 
to appear in New York next spring. 

Notwithstanding the attraction of the pre- 
sent programme at the Strand Theatre, a new 
burlesque will, we understand, be shortly pro- 
duced, entitled, Zhree Musket-Dears, with a litile 
one in, the joint authors being Mr Harry Paulton 
(the clever comedian) and his brother. 











OUR CASTLES AND ABBEYS. 


Wart an inexhaustible store of architectural 
richness exists in the magnificent castellated 
and abbatial ruins of old England. ‘The North 
(Yorkshire especially) is full of them. But 
there are many by no means inconsiderable re- 
mains to be found in the Southern counties. 
The other day I rambled about: Wilts and 
Somerset. Alighting at Chippenham a walk of 
ten miles through a level country brings you 
to Malmsbury, where the fine remains of the 
Norman Abbey (which in its day was the lar- 
gest in the country, and whose abbot sat in 
Parliament) and the beautiful market cross 
(temp. Henry VII.), built entirely of marble, 
are sure to interest not only the antiquary, but 
the casual observer. The country about Box 
is charming; by-the-way, the quarrymen tell 
you that the oolite formation about there will 
soon be exhausted, that we shall have to get 
our freestone elsewhere. 

I visited Corsham where is a lovely park 
belonging to the Methuen family ; Calne, with 
its noble Bowood (Marquis of Lansdowne’s). 
Here is a marvellous colossal statue in terra 
cotta of the infant Hercules in the grounds, 
for which I was informed £5,000 was offered 
and refused. More pretty scenery on the 
branch line from Trowbridge to Bradford-on- 
Avon (most picturesquely situated) to Bath, 
past Hinton Abbey and Farleigh Castle (the 
remains of which are only slight). On to 
Bristol, and per train to the Cheddar Cliffs 
(unique in their way), see Wells Cathedral, 
and its lovely facade and the far-famed abbey 
of Glastonbury, with its curious octagonal 
kitchen with central louvre for the smoke (in 
perfect condition). Back to Bristol, inspect 
the splendid church of Redcliffe, still under 
restoration, and cross over to Cardiff. A few 
minutes’ ride brings you to the extensive and 
interesting ruins of Crerphilly Castle, with 
its leaning tower. Retrace your ground and 
alight at Portskewet; a short walk brings 
you to another pretty ruin—Caldecot casile. 
Cross the Severn and return to Bristol by 8. 
Wales Junction line. A tour of greater inte- 
rest to the sketcher, the archzeologist, and the 
lover of natural scenery, lies not within such 
easy reach. GAMMA. 





a 
v 


The Surrey Theatre re-opens on Saturday, 
under the management of Mr Shepherd. Watch 
and Wait,a drama never acted, 1s,announced, sup- 
ported by a powerful company. 

Fanchon, the Cricket ; or, the Will-o’-the- Wisp 
is to be produced at the Standard on Saturday, 
Sept. 30. ’ 5 

Chilperic is to be revived at the Philharmonic 
on the 2nd of October. 

The Holborn Theatre re-opens on Monday 
vext with a new romance by the late Alexander 
Dumas, entitled Ldmund Kean. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





Gaston.—We will acquaint Gamma, and thank him, as you 
request, for his opinion about the character of Sambo. 


J. James is thanked for his kind offer, Perhaps he will be good 
enough to write or see Mr M., at Maitland Villas. 


A Reavenr.—Send to our private address, 20, Frederick-street, 
King’s Cross-road, and we will furnish you with a prospec. 
tus of the Alexandra Palace. 


Epiror’s Benerir.—Inquirers will find particulars on p. 301. 

N. Warteraty.—The office of the Dramatic College is in 
Tavistock-street, Covent Garden. The new Circus in Re- 
gent-street is now open; there is no other performance than 
equestrian, 

¥. R. Firru.—The letter will appear in our next. 


IMPORTANT. 

GZ It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 335a, Strand 
(top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
&c.,to Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Freperick-street, King’s Cross- 
road, 


LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, St. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
HARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn; 
LAUGY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-groye, W 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico, 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. «%, 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road, 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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TO AMATEURS. 


Tue theatrical season now setting in and 
the various amateur clubs looking up their 
members and discussing their programmes for 
the coming winter months, let us ask of them 
to consider the remarks which we have, from 
time to time, made ir the columns of this 
journal, referring to the choice of pieces made 
for their dramatic efforts. May we hope to 
see something done this season to show that 
some at least of our amateur friends are really 
and truly lovers of a great and ennobling art, 
and not the mere egotistcal fops that they, in 
many persons’ eyes, have come to be considered? 
Let us see some evidences of perseverance 
and study, not slovenly imitations of other 
people’s eccentricities and mannerisms. One 
little company at Notting Hill has set a good 
example. Let others follow. 





SHAKSPERE’S HEROINES, 


THE WICKED QUEENS. 


So rarely has the great poet of Nature 
painted his female characters in any but the 
most glowing colours, that is with feelings 
akin to surprise that we at certain intervals 
stumble on some picture of villainy or abnor. 
mal monstrosity in feminine garb. That we 
may not be cloyed with sweets he gives us now 
and then a taste of the ‘nauseous, and nowhere 
(except in the apocryphal Tamora) do we meet 
with anything more unsavory than in the re- 
pellant character of Cymbeline’s beautiful but 
malicious Queen. There is much of the demon, 
the fallen angel, in that treacherous woman. We 
see in her some of the worst passions of her 
sex, with one only extenuating circumstance, 
—love for her son by her first marriage. To 
the ambition and cruelty of a Lady Macbeth 
she joins the poisoning proclivities of a Borgia 
or a Brinvilliers, but not the lust of a Messa- 
lina. To get her son (the villain-lout Cloten) 
on the throne she thinks it no sin to rid the 
world, not only of her husband, but of the 
loveliest gem it ever possessed—the incompa- 
rable Imogen. Her hypocritical fondness to 
the unsuspecting king shows us how marvel- 
lously Shakspere probed the female heart, but 
he reconciles all things by his magic art, and 
renders poetical justice at the end by making 
her die raving mad, confessing her misdeeds. 
Her insincerity appears in her very opening 
speech to Imogen :— 

No, be assur’d you shall not find me, daughter, 
After the slander of most stepmothers, 
Evil-ey’d unto you. 

The clear-sighted young bride, however, is 
not easily deceived, for she remarks on her 
departure :— 

O dissembling courtesy ! How fine this tyrant 
Can tickle where she wounds! 

The good doctor Cornelius, her instructor in 
the distilling of simples, also knows her devil- 
ish propensity for evil, and has wisely deter- 
mined not to trust her with poisons :— 

I do not like her: she doth think she has 
Strange lingering poisons: I do know her spirit 
And will not trust one of her malice with 

A drug of such damn’d nature ; Those she has 
Will stupefy and dull the sense awhile. 

How cruelly unfeeling woman can be to 
woman is too clearly shown when she thinks 
she has it in her power to dispatch Posthumus 
and—if need be—Imogen, through the agency 
of the drug she gives Pisanio to administer to 
his master :— 





T have given him that, 
Which, if he take, shall quite unpeople her 
Of liegers for her sweet ; and which she, after, 
Except she bend her humour, shall be assur’d 
To taste of too. 


Not only is she a murderess, but in politics 
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tient of the Roman yoke she glories in the 
failure of Lucius’s embassage :— 
He goes hence frowning, but it honours us 
That we have given him cause. 


Her pleasure is doubled when she hears of 
Imogen’s mysterious departure, and of Pisa- 
nio’s absence :— 

He hath a drug of mine: I pray his absence 

Proceed by swallowing that; for he believes 

Itis a thing most precious. But for her, 

Where is she gone? Haply, despair hath sciz’d her; 

Or, wing’d with fervour of her love, she’s flown 

To her desir’d Posthumus. Gone she is 

To death, or to dishonour ; and my end 

Can make good use of either ; she being down, 

I have the placing of the British crown. 


Cloten enters, and begs her at once 
Go in and cheer the king ; he rages; none 
Dare come about him. 
Queen.—All the better. May 
This night forestall him of the coming day! 
[ Exit. 
We see her no more; but mark her end as 
related by Cornelius in the last act. The 
king, informed of her death, asks—‘ How 
ended she?” 
Cor.—With horror, madly dying, like her life, 
Which, being cruel to the world, concluded 
Most cruel to herself. 
First she confess’d she never lov’d you; only 
Affected greatness got by you, not you; 
Married your royalty, was wife to your place ; 
Abhorr’d your person, 
Cym.—She alone knew this : 
And, but she spoke it dying, I would not 
Believe her lips in opening it, Proceed. 
Cor.—Your daughter, whom she bore in hand to 
With such integrity, she did confess [love 
Was as a scorpion to her sight; whose life, 
But that her flight prevented it, she had 
Ta’en off by poison. 
Cym—O most delicate fiend! 
Who is’t ean read a woman ?—Is there more? 
Cor.—More, sir, and worse. She did confess 
she had 
For you a mortal mineral, which being took, 
Should by the minute feed on life, and, ling’ring, 
By inches waste you. In which time she purpos’d, 
By watching, weeping, tendance, kissing, to 
O’ercome you with her show; yes, and in time, 
When she had fitted you with her craff, to work 
Her son into the adoption of the crown : 
But, failing of her end by his strange absence, 
Grew shameless-desperate ; opened, in despite 
Of heaven and men, her purposes’; repented 
The evils she hatch’d were not effected ; so, 
Despairing, died. 


How the good Cymbeline (cruel to his daugh- 
ter only at the baleful instigation of his heart- 
less wife) is deceived, appears by his subse- 
quent reflections, and his appeal to Imogen’s 
heart— 





Mine eyes 


Were not in fault, for she was beautiful ; 

Mine ears, that heard her flattery ; nor my heart, 

That thought her like her seeming; it had been 
vicious 

To have mistrusted her; yet, O my daughter! 

That it was folly in me, thou may’st say 

And prove it in thy feeling. Heaven mend all! 





_ We necessarily quote in full these passages, 
in order to form a correct estimate of this de- 
testable woman’s character. GAMMA. 


a 
Correspondence, 


TO THE EDITOR oF ‘THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 


THE EDITOR'S BENEFIT. 

Sir,—lIu order to bring a complimentary bene- 
fiton your behalf to a favourable issue (as in- 
deed, without any comment, you are deserving 
of), I wish to make my intentions known to 
many of your readers and admirers that they 
may co-operate and assist me in fulfilling my 
most earnest and heartfelt wish. I therefore 
beg to make known to all who wish to take a 
part in the performance, or to aid you directly 
or indirectly, kindly to communicate to me at 
cuce so that their names can be enrolled on my 
list (now forming), stating the exact amount of 
tickets they agree to take, &c., or otherwise. 
Shortly I will cause a committee to be convened, 
and make a final arrangement when and where 
the performance shall take place, and what 
pieces can be played. I hope your readers will 
not think me bold when I urge that all commu- 
nications that need a-reply will contain a 
stamped envelope for the said purpose, as many 
experienced amateur gentlemen will at once per- 
ceive that it is asked merely to curtail all trivi- 
al and unnecessary expenses, in order that the 
benefit may be a remunerative one. I beg to 
add that all who undertake to enact parts in the 
performance will be instructed gratuitously by 
me in the acknowledged rules of stage-business, 
Trusting I shall be fortunate enough to receive 
innumerable applications, and that the aspi- 
rants for dramatic fame wlll respond en iasse for 
what you so truly and richly deserve,—I am, 
sir, yours truly, EpwiN ReyNo.ps, 

34, Sun-street, Finsbury-square, 


a 


Mr Mansell has postponed the opening the 
Holborn Theatre till Wednesday, the 25th inst. 

Mr J. A. Cave has been appointed manager of 
the new theatre which is to rise, under the direc- 
tion of a company,” from the ashes of the late 
celebrated “ Vic.” He is emphatically the right 
man in the right place. 

Mr Harry Clifton, whose sensible effusions 
have always been received with favour in town 
and country, is taking a farewell of some of his 
provincial friends ere departing for America. 

Sir W. Sterndale Bennett’s ‘* May Queen” will 
be produced by the Royal National Opera Com- 
pany, at St. Jamcs’s Theatre in October, Miss 
Rose Hersee, who has been engaged as prima 
donna, will be the May Queen. The theatre opens 
on Saturday week, when Zhe Rose of Castile will 
be given. 

Mr Bateman has a new play by Mr Tom Tay- 
lor in preparation at the Lyceum, to be produced 
at the termination of therun of /anchette, a piece, 
by-the-way, which does not scem quite suited to 
a London audience. 
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. SHERIDAN KNOWLES’S ABSENCE OF 
D. 


Tuis great dramatist was remarkably eccentric. 
Mr Planché says that walking one day with 
Bayle Bernard in the Quadrant Koowles was thus 
accosted :—“ You’re a pretty tellow, Knowles ! 
after fixing your own day and hour to dine with 
us you never make your appearance, and from 
that time to this not a word have we heard from 
you !”—*“*T couldn’t help it, upon my honour,” 
said Knowles,“ and I’ve been so busy ever since 
I hayen’t had a moment to write or call. How 
are they all at home ?’’—‘ O, quite well, thank 
you; but come now, will you name another day 
and keep your word ?”—“ T wiil—-sure I will."— 
** Well, what day ? shall we say Thursday next ?” 
—‘*O’ Thursday be it then.”—‘ At 6 7°—“At 6 
I'll be there punctually. 
“Thank you. Remember now, 6 next Thurs- 
day.”—" All right, my dear fellow; Til be with 
The friend departed, and Knowles, relink- 
ing his arm with that of Bayle Bernard, said, 
** Who's that chap ?” not having the least idea of 
the name or residence of the man he had promised 
But Knowles was an Irishman, and 
this anecdote will tend to confirm the correctness 
of Thackeray’s opinion of him, when he styled 
him a ‘ humbug.’ 

Once when he was acting (such acting as it 
was) in the country he received an anxious letter 
from his wife informing him that £200 which he 
had promised to send up on a certain day had 
Knowles wrote a furious 
Pe letter to Sir F. Freeling, the postmaster general, 
¥ informing him that on a certain day and hour he 
ve had posted a letter with £200 in notes for Mrs 


to dine with. 


never reached her. 


bim as a valued friend, and saying that a letter 
q certainly was posted as he described, containing 
ea £200, but that unfortunately he had omitted not 
i { only his signature inside, but the address outside, 
having actually sealed up the notes in an enveloye 
containing only the words ‘I send you the 
money!’ and posted it without a direction ; it 
was opened at the General P. O. and detained 


Binge (the Count) was seated in an arbour near the 


you’rea good fellow!” 


behind the wing, and in a loud whisper called 
“Binge !"—** Well, what is it 7’—“ Tell me, do 
you marry the poor gipsy after all?”—* Yes” 
said Binge impatiently, stretching his arm out 
behind him, and making signs with it for Knowles 
to keep back. Knowles caught his hand, pressed 
it fervently, and exclaimed, “God bless you! 
This Mr Planché avers 
he saw and heard himself, as he was standing at 
the wing during the time. 





side at Sydenham.” 


ip. ‘ fe ee te 

in Knowles, and demanding an immediate inquiry | « Lloyd explained the principle on which it was pro- 

to) into the matter and an apology, &c. He received | “ posed to raise the necessary capital, and declared 
q I a most courteous letter from Sir Francis—‘ Dear | “ that he was perfectly satisfied that no possible loss 
Sir,’ and informing him that he had received so | “could be sustained by any one investing; as in ad- 

| 1 | inuch pleasure from his works that he looked on | “dition tothe value of the property, a system of 








i i until inquiry was made about it. That lonz | ‘ working classes, and desirous to do so in some more 
/ before he would receive his answer the moncy | “ substantial form than by mere words.” — Advertiser. 
ld be placed in Mrs Knowles’s hands b ; = a ‘he wae a 
e c 8 owles’s han 
iy would be placed in Mrs Knowles bands by 2) ALEXANDRA PALACE, — The advantages 
a special messenger. ANnowles wrote Lac offered to subscribers to the Alexandra Palace and 
a. “My Dear 81, Muswell Hill Estate Tontine are thus described by 
: “ You are right, and I was wrong. God bless you! Pll . aK . 
| g 1 ' the Builder. The holder of a guinea ticket will have 
ve | call upon you when I come to town.” 780 free admissions to the grounds, five chances of 
Toa , ‘ intl ’ an Art Union prize, ranging from £2 to £500, and a 
bi He was acting with Abbott in the country ; one | distribution share in 1886, which is estimated at 
a day he said—“My dear fellow, I'm off to-morrow. not less than £10. If the nominee on the cer- 
Can I take any letters for you?”—* You're very | tificate die before 1886, £1 
ia kind, but where are you going ?”—* I haven’t | scribed will be returned by the Insurance Company 
made up my mind,” said Knowles. to the representative of the nominee or certificate 
But the following is better than all. An opera | holder. ‘hus, each subscriber, the Times remarks, 
{ was produced at ©, G., the story of which turned will be virtually guaranteed against loss. 
f upon the love of a young count for a gipsy girl and grounds contain 498 acres of well-wooded orna- 
i I Stee fae hi. Means 1. | mental land, nearly all frechold, commanding an ex- 
ie whom he deserts for a rich lady; in act 2 there en 2 <i dee! 5 
' ae Soe of; etre in honour of the bride elect tensive and beautiful view. 
7 was a fete cnampetre — . ‘| acres, and all within a radius of six miles from 
j 
iy 





ALEXANDRA PALACE,—The advan 
offered to the Public were thus summed up by the 
Times of July 18th :—‘ Under the title of ‘ Alexan- 
dra Palace and Muswell Hill Estate Tontine,’ certi- 
ficates representing 850,000 guineas are about to be 
issued, which will entitle the holders, in proportion 
as they may possess a single certificate of one guinea 
My love to ’em aj].’’"— | or any larger number, to participate in the various 
objects of the institution, or to take their share of 
the entire property of the Palace and grounds of 498 
acres, should they, 15 years hence, be among the 
surviving holders. Under an elaborate but inge- 
nious plan framed for the purpose, each subscriber 
will have several options as to the mode in which he 
may obtain a return for his investment, and be vir- 
tually guaranteed against loss. 
Board of Directors consist of experienced persons 
familiar with the management of London properties 
and of public establishments, and it may be hoped 
that the result of their arrangements will be to fur- 
nish to the population of the North of the metropo- 
lis a place of resort as attractive as that on the other 


The Trustees and 


ALEXANDRA PALACE, —In an_ address 
delivered by that distinguished lawyer, Mr John 
Horatio Lloyd, one of the Trustees of The Alexan- 
dra Palace and Muswell Hill Estate Tontine, “ Mr 





‘insurance had been devised which was a practical 
“guarantee against any possible failure. 
* clared that he would not have accepted the posi- 
“tion of trustee had he not been satisfied that the 
“undertaking was one offering many solid advan- 
‘‘ tages to investors; commercially secure against 
“ failure, and commending itself in the highest de- 
“ gree to the favourable consideration of all interest- 
“ ed in providing for the acknowledged wants of the 





for every £1 1s. sub- 


The Palace covers nine 


: K Charing Cross. The Art Journal remarks, we can- 
wing Wunesting & ructic ballet. nowles, Who | not afford to lose this spot which, if duly preserved 
had been in front during the first act, came 


and tended, will be of priceless value in a few years, 
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HoLioway’s Pitts anp Or1nTmENT.—Be not 
deceived.—There is a giant marching onwards 
from the East who threatens to invade our pros- 
perous country—his name is Cholera, and his 
cohorts are Impurity, Irregularity, Debility, and 
Despondency. Each of these provocatives of this 
dire disease may be overcome without danger by 
Holloway’s remedies, provided they be resorted to 
without delay, the moment listlessnegs, looseness, 
feverishness, or pain betrays disordered action, 
The “ Directions ” will enable the least cultivated 
to treat successfully and subdue completely these 
warning symptoms of cholera. When confidence 
in Holloway’s preparations is once established, 


each believer in their virtues will humane ly re- 
commend them to his acquaintances, that none 
may foolishly harbour the foe’s friends within his 
own fortress. 

We regret to hear that Miss Grace Harrington 
is compelled, through indisposition, to retire for 
a short time. She is recruiting her health at Mar- 
gate. 

_On Monday, Professor Anderson, who is now 
visiting Manchester on his final tour, before 
quitting the profession in which for so many 
years he has been prominently before the public, 
oe a short season at the Free Trade 

all. 








MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN. 


= POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 


The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at Half~past Eight, 


Close at Twelve o’clock. 


Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





PAMPHILON 


HOTEL AND RESTAURANT 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF 
JOEN BART, 

And of the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, 
Covent Garden. 

DINNERS A LA CARTE. 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1. 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &c. 

WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’S Ales, REID’ S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch 
Ales, on draught. 

GOOD BEDS. 





The Stage. The Stage. 
ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
matic Profession and Engagements procured, Ad- 
dress, stamped envelope for reply, to EL>wiN REYNOLDS, 
Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 
Amateur performances superintended and acknow~ 
ledged. Stage business taught, 
N.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

{AMUEL MAY, ‘Lheatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
\} Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER, Per- 
sons about to follow tie profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order foi an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 


‘TI thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that I can 
write my name,” —2 ** Henry VI.,’’ act 4, scene 2, 


WARE UBRTOnm’s 


SHAKSPERE COPY BOOKS, 


No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE. 





M\HE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 

fully selected passages from SHAK SPERE’S plays, 
| So that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. 


Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 
pin, g 





| (Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition Baker-street. 
If\N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
| PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
| characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
| portrait models of the late GHORGE PEABODY, Iisq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror, 

New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 








Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 








Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VLEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac. 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d,—Open froia 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock, by 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW 
To be had, by order, in any ef the Provincial Towns. 
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To terminate on the 30th June, 1886. 
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a splendid, 
capacious, and 
substantial 
structure, and 
the Estate com- 
prisesnearly 500 
acres of beauti- 
ful freehold land 
within a radius 
of 6 miles only 
from Charing 
Cross. 

The object of 
the Tontine is 
to complete the 
purchase and 
improve the pro- 
petty, and thus 
to provide for 
all classes of the 
inhabitants of 
the metropolis, 
and especially 
of its northern 
and eastern por- 
tions and sub- 
urbs, and for 
the many thou- 
sands of coun- 
try excursion- 
ists, a Grand 
Institution of 
healthful re- 
creation and 
elevating = in- 
struction, which 
will combine 
the solid advan- 
tages of the 
South Kensing- 
ton Museum 
and Schools of 
Art with the 
lighter _ plea- 
sures and pas- 
times of the 
Crystal Palace 
at Sydenham, 
thus giving ef- 
fect to the large 
and enlightened 
views of the 
late Prince Con- 
sort. 

The main ad- 
vantages of this 
undertaking 
miy be said to 
be as follows :— 

The holder of 
a Tontine certi- 


Admissions to view the Palace can be obtained at the Offices of the Company, 








GUINEA orup- 
wards, will be- 
come entitled 
to :— 

A share in 
realisation of 
the estate in 
1886, when the 
net proceeds 
must be of enor- 
mous value. 

Free admis- 
sions in the 
meantime, on 
certain  occa- 
sions. 

A share in 
the Art Unions 
(proposed to be 
held once in 
every 3 ycars), 
when the prizes 
will be conside- 
rable. 

To be reim- 
bursed 20s. for 
each Guinea 
paid in the 
event of the Life 
nominated, and 
upon which the 
Tontine privi- 
lege depends, 
| not surviving 
till the 30th of 
June, 1886. 

ThustheTon- 
tine (besides its 
other great pri- 
vileges) presents 
the opportunity 
of making, ata 
i. very slight cost, 
an ample en- 
dowment for 
children, or of 
ensuring a very 
large return for 
the capital in- 
| vested. 

It being a 
**'Trust,”? Sub- 
scribers incur 
NO LIABILI- 
TY, and must 
benefit. 

If no issue is 
made, the Sub- 
scriptions will 
be returned in 
full. 
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ter-strect Buildings, E.C. 


For further particulars, see Detailed Sensis. 
5 and 6, Great Winches- 
THOS. DIXON, 

Sceretary, 








